Introduction to
The Law of Causality

In our last series of “To Awakening,” we have learned that all beings innately
possess Buddha nature, but it is impeded by delusions and attachments. Most
encouragingly, we learned that we can recover our Buddha nature by repenting our
wrongdoings, cultivating a pure heart, and purifying our souls. Simply put, good looks,
good luck, happiness, wealth, health, and power can all be obtained from inward.

Treasures Emerge from the Earth
for All Beings to Enjoy

There is a story recorded in Ten Continents in the Inner Seas. A king dispatched
an envoy to send four taels of magical incense to Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty. Four
taels is only about 62.5 grams. Despite the small amount, according to the messenger, it
not only can spread the scent for hundreds of miles when burned, but can also bring
people back from the verge of death. So, it is called "the fragrance of reviving souls." But,
Emperor Wu did not take it seriously, until one day when a plague broke out in Chang An
City, he then asked his minister to burn it. Amazingly, the fragrance, as told by the
messenger, revived many people on the verge of death. And the aroma lingered in the
entire Chang An City for three months.

The Infinite Life Sutra states that the treasured fragrance in the “World of
Ultimate Bliss™ (*Skt. Sukhavati) pervades the entire cosmos. Many practitioners, when
practicing to a high concentration, have smelled this unique aroma and described it as
never having smelled it in their life. How would this be possible? According to
Buddha-Dharma, when people's hearts lean toward self-nature, not only will the
so-called natural disasters be resolved, but good treasures will also emerge from the
earth for its beings to enjoy. Shakyamuni Buddha told us that Sukhavati is a place
where supreme good people gather, its land is full of all kinds of treasures; the unique
fragrance permeating in ten directions of the cosmos is only one of them.

However, this theory is so profound that it is not easy for mortals to comprehend.
So the Thirteenth Patriarch of Pure Land Buddhism, Master Yin Guang, spared no effort
to promote the education of causality throughout his life. He claimed that the fastest
and most immediate way to save people from creating karma is to promote the
education of causality. Only when people understand how severe their conduct could



impact their life and after life, would they spontaneously restrain themselves in their
speech and action.

Understanding the Laws to Avoid Misfortune,
Create Fortune, and Save the World

The Buddhist view of causality originates from the principle of "All phenomena
arise from conditions yet their nature is illusory." Everything in the universe depends on
cause and condition to produce an effect, and this effect becomes a cause and
produces effect again when conditions are in place. Cause and effect invigorate each
other, which forms a majestic and myriad phenomena of the universe. So, as big as a
world, as small as a speck of dust, there is no real substance; only the intricate causes
and conditions lead us to different effects.

Imagine when everyone in the world practices their mind inwardly to eliminate
evil thoughts within, allowing power, happiness, and fortune to naturally arise, would the
world have any conflicts and wars? Conversely, when people in a society engage to seek
external power, fortune, and self-interests, the society will be full of competition. Master
Chin Kung often warned us, “When competition escalates, it becomes fighting. When
fighting escalates, it becomes war.” Thousands of years ago, Mencius, who is second to
Confucius, said, "When superiors and inferiors all seek self-interest, the nation will be in
danger.”

The vibe of fighting for all sorts of rights and the heedless speeches and actions
of people nowadays is completely opposite from the courteous concession in societies
of the past, leading our planet to be scarred and battered. We hope this series with
regard to causality by Master Chin Kung can help people give rise to respect and alarm,
further restrain themselves from speeches and actions. Life is only a brief existence
after all. What can we bring with us after the decades of life ends? Deeply pondering, it
is as the ancient sages stated, “We can take nothing from our life after we die, only the
karma we have created will follow us." Look! We cannot even take our own bodies with
us! How would our life be when we pursue external objects? It is like drawing water with
a bamboo woven basket, we will end up empty-handed!

How to Plant the Cause of Happiness,
Status, Wealth, and Good Looks



In the Buddhist view, being rich or poor, longevity or short-lived, beautiful or ugly,
all have their cause and effect. They do not come from luck or being manipulated by
someone, they are actually the result of our own creations.

The following verses offered us some answers, “The righteous man is forged by
enduring humiliation, while the poor man comes from being greedy. The superior person
is caused by being humble and respectful, while the lowly person is shaped from being
arrogant.” "What is the reason for people to have food and clothing? In their previous life,
they offered tea and food to the poor. Why do some have no food and clothing? They did
not offer half a penny to others in their past lives. Why do some wear silk and satin? In
their previous life, they offered clothes to monastic practitioners. What is the reason for
those who have a dignified appearance? They offered flowers to Buddhas in past lives."

The verses above offer us a sliver to understand the law of causality. By
understanding cause and effect, we can certainly transform past misfortune into fortune
by planting good seeds continuously. So, the view of causality is the affirmation of hard
work and practice, it is a principle full of optimism and progress. “The realm of the
Buddha is inconceivable, and the karmic retribution of all living beings is also
inconceivable.” Only when we dawn on the intricate causality, can we really
comprehend the true meaning of Buddha-Dharma— this is a tip for us to tend toward
fortune and to avoid misfortune.

The Phenomena in the Degenerate Dharma-Era

In The Sutra on the Annihilation of the Dharma, a paragraph precisely depicts the
situation in our degenerate Dharma-era, “There will be extreme weather bringing
drought and flood, followed by crops being ruined before they ripen. Plus the pandemic
will be prevalent causing many people to die. Civilians suffer in toil while officials
scheme to exploit them. People no longer observe principles but seek personal joys and
create chaos.”

This is the Buddha’s prophecy regarding the condition of the degenerate
Dharma-era. Isn’t it exactly what we are experiencing now? We must understand that,
due to the shared karma of all beings getting heavier and heavier, the later towards the
end of the degenerate Dharma-era, the more greed, resentment, and ignorance human
minds would be flamed with. People would become more and more stubborn, crabby,
unruly and thus are unable to be educated.



Living in the Saha world—a world formed by the essential structure of creating
karma, we must be clear about this: we are such karmic beings plus we live in such a
deteriorated environment, it is extremely difficult for us to practice. So, as a spiritual
practitioner, we urgently need the blessings of Buddha-power to save us from following
the tide. We will be led by our noses forever otherwise.

We often say that everyone is equal before the law, nonetheless, the law has
loopholes and is sometimes influenced by human factors, so the law may not be
absolutely fair. Only before causality is everyone equal; cause and effect go hand in
hand, no matter whether we believe it or not, no one can escape from it. So, to pursue a
good life, we must understand the essence of causality. That is why we are going to
introduce to you The Law of Causality by Master Chin Kung. See you soon on Part 1!
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LHBAERKIE,

Especially in the degenerate Dharma-era,

ERELEMENRMREERBRT,

it is recorded in The Sutra on the Annihilation of the Dharma, there will be the

prevalence of pandemic which is what we encounter now.

ERFEMAAGE,

There are only five sentences which depicts the situation in our degenerate

Dharma-era,

fthER KRR, REFRBEKETRRA?

The first sentence talks about extreme weather bringing drought and flood.

S FRIBIRIZA TRHETEH,

Look, at the beginning of this year, we did not have rain, did we?

fRERMATEREZOIMERH, HFATEF,

The farmland in our neighborhood, their rice plants are all damaged,

RETHRER/EEE, 1IPRE BERBPEKAL,

it is really a pity, all wasted, no harvest.

MEERME,

They can only let it grow weeds.

Bl — BB, IREHEE S R RRHE, &R = RSB,

At the time of drought, the farmers all went to apply for subsidies.

KERER, BRXTKAE, 2F =2 XFETXRAE, KEFRR,

Extreme weather causing heavy rain continuously came after the drought, right?
—4a], IMMSEREZEFLNERZ, E—A2KETRE,

The first sentence of this passage, extreme weather, we have deeply experienced.

FE_ARRTA, MMKETH, ARTA,

The second sentence, the crops ruin before they ripe.

REEW, RE, TR, IR REUR FTL B B FX A #A0

Indeed, no harvest caused by the crops being unripe.

F=E ERRIT ETEM,

The third sentence, the pandemic is prevalent and many people have died.

FRAE?HREGEMERTE=AE?

Isn't this exactly what we experienced in these few years?

BERIRIT EEER,

The pandemic is prevalent, many people have died.

MEFLEHFAMIET AZ, LEHIAR,

Look! The death toll and the number of infected people in the world can confirm the

Buddha's prophecy.



5, BRBARDE, R¥EE, BEL

Following the above situations is that people suffer with toils, while county officials
scheme to restrain them.

fRETERIMERZR, IRFEHRE, FTLURRMAME, MWBIR, 2B AT IFREMR

The officials of your country, province, county have no way to take care of you.
BEEMRMFERMNETFTHARFERE, ETZ.

In the past two days, we have heard people in Afghanistan are in great suffering, right?
it AP &R 7E K £,

They are all fleeing.

R BE/MMRZEEEREREE AEERKTF. MMEE T ERM—EBA, REEH

| feel deeply for their pain, but what can they do when encountering such a kind of
government?

RiZFLZ 0L,

This is the way it is—the condition of the degenerate Dharma-era.

4, BRREREG,

Let us take a look at the last two sentences.

TEEE, & ER%EE,

"People no longer observe principles, they all seek personal joys and create chaos.”
HEMABEENZIE?

Are many people today rational?

BEATHEEE,

Many people are unreasonable.

BEEYEE, MEEEM—LRERE REUEKHTA BTEEKTF?

They think of only personal joys. They are not afraid of doing illegal conducts, are they?
FTLLE MEEH 2 H M ERBAIRE MR IR 2

Does the passage of this sutra accurately describe our current situation?

B AR ERTER,

This is stated in The Sutra on the Annihilation of the Dharma.

i SHRAE EH KK,

It is exactly the current condition in our Saha world.

MRMZET #2, BKE REEERUBRZE EBRRITER REEREE,

We must understand that the more we move into the degenerate Dharma-era, the
situation will not get better, it will only get more serious.

R 2 A R L R AR, SHRBERE,

Due to the shared karma of all beings, the situation will only get worse and worse,
MHERBERE, RIFHREE,

and our environment will deteriorate more and more.

AL ZBREE, Atk BRI R,



People's minds are increasingly getting evil, flaming with greed, resentment, and
ignorance.

HRBES, REWEHTE.

People become more and more stubborn and unruly, being unable to be educated.
MRMAILLE T —REE T, EERE AREL HTH,

Many people deeply sigh with sentiment about our next generation, don't they ?
FME/NREHRIEE IRIE, JEEHIREE, FEHEE,

When we were young, we were very disciplined, very obedient, and very honest.
HNER, HRRE, 2R TERBEEN/DZEEMES, AHE?

We respected teachers and parents very much, unlike the children today, so crabby and
unruly, why?

FEhKEE, BERE,

The environment is deteriorating and our karma is getting heavier and heavier.
L, GSEESHRARME, RMEEEREHR,

| am telling you here, we live in the Saha world

2 EMRZ—EEREEMNENIEERE,

—a world formed by the essential structure of creating karma.
BMEEREEERER, RMEFTHFTE.

Living in this place, we must be clear about this.

R &SR EEMARFE=BMME,

We need the blessings from the Three Jewels of Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha.
SAFRE-ERTHRER

We urgently need the Three Jewels to bestow fortunes upon us,

E &S —EtE, SERMEMFE KA,

because the karma of such sentient beings in such a region is too pitiful.
FEEEMFEE,

We genuinely need it.

MERFH AN AER, BB KEEEERIEE,

If there is no Buddha-power to intervene, we will be led by our noses forever.
REBBEMR, IRERMEAREEMR, MEINES, REIRTXE, MEINER IF
M— U8R 2R ERER:, EENMREAEER,

Look! What we see in the world, such as advertisements, popular culture, customs, all
of them incite our greed, resentment, and ignorance.

LHRES HREMFEBTER,

Especially advertisements, | really disapprove of it.

ftha T BREE, MIBBMRMHE ? N, BTREKR?ER, BR, AREBMR—EEIMEMA
iE, R RIEARAEE,

In order to make money, they incites our desires, we then head towards that direction all
the way.



BMREZ WA, RaBkfMgBEEAN,

Our desires are easily inflamed because our will-power is too weak,

MBREZEZ KBLUEIR, HTH,

just like a tiny spark, it is enough to start a prairie fire.

iR AT ARG thEEEERTRAEERR,

Actually, they do not need to incite much at all.

PFEERIFE—EXNEF MUBCERET, RAHMBERNESR,

They just need to throw a tiny spark, we will then start a prairie fire due to having such
karma ourselves.

AtEERES,

Why do | keep repeating ?

MR ERMENRME,

Because we are such karmic beings.

XAEFEESKMIRE, REY%, BITETREHE » FEHREH,

Plus we live in such a deteriorated environment, it is extremely difficult for us to practice.
FURREHRNN—EN A, SFREHDME,

So there is an urgent need for the intervention of Buddha-power and blessings,
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as well as the abiding and maintaining of the Three Jewels of Buddha, Dharma, and
Sangha.

4F, EERE =R EFIFMBEMETHIRE,

This is the third part in regard to the environment in which we live.



